Hyperparathyroidism in the elderly.
A survey was made on the records of 40 patients aged 60 or older who were operated on at Boston University Medical Center over a 10-year period for suspected primary hyperparathyroidism. Mild or "asymptomatic" presentation was virtually the rule, with many patients having become accustomed to some degree of decreased well-being. The findings were compared with those in other reviews of the clinical manifestations of hyperparathyroidism, in both general and elderly populations of patients. Issues of screening for mild or asymptomatic disease, especially among the elderly, are discussed.